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UM LECTURE EXAMINES ISLAMIC TROUBLE SPOTS
MISSOULA—
Acclaimed Pakistani journalist Ahmed Rashid, author of an international bestseller 
about the Taliban and Central Asia, will present the next installment of the 2002-03 President’s 
Lecture Series at The University of Montana-Missoula.
Rashid’s lecture, “The Resurgence of Islam: The Next Eruption,” will be held at 8 
p.m. Friday, April 11, in the University Center Ballroom. The event is free and open to the 
public. Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., he will present a seminar for UM faculty- 
members and graduate students in Gallagher Business Building Room 106 titled “Afghanistan: 
Rebuilding a Nation in the Midst of the Continuing War Against Terrorism.”
Rashid is the Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia correspondent for London’s Far 
Eastern Economic Review and The Daily Telegraph. He also writes for The Wall Street 
Journal, The Nation and academic journals. He appears regularly on CNN and BBC World 
news programs.
“The Resurgence of Islam” will discuss how the U.S. pre-emptive strike in Iraq has 
overturned many assumptions about U.S. foreign policy made after Sept. 11, 2001, and the 
war in Afghanistan. The impact of U.S. policies on the wider Muslim world also will be 
addressed, especially in Central Asia, which remains a core area for Islamic extremism and 
anti-Americanism.
Rashid’s book “Taliban: Islam, Oil and the New Great Game in Central Asia” has been
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translated into 22 languages and has sold 1 million copies since Sept. 11. The book spent five 
weeks at No. 1 on The New York Times bestseller nonfiction list and has become a course 
book at more than 220 U.S. universities and colleges. His latest book is titled “Jihad: The Rise 
of Militant Islam in Central Asia.”
His UM appearance is co-sponsored by the Central Asia and Caspian Basin Program, 
which strengthens UM studies and academic programs that relate to Central Asia.
Among Rashid’s many awards and achievements, in 2001 he received the Nisar Osmani 
Award for Courage in Journalism from the Human Rights Society of Pakistan. In April 2002 
he was given The Media Personality of the Year Award from Britain’s Ethnic Multicultural 
Media Awards program.
Rashid has addressed numerous universities, think tanks and international meetings 
around the world and has been consulted by the United Nations and many Western 
governments. In November 2002 he became the first journalist to address the U.N. General 
Assembly during the commemoration of the signing of the Bonn agreement on Afghanistan.
He donated a quarter of royalties from “Taliban” to launch the Open Media Fund for 
Afghanistan, which gives grants to newly starting independent print media in that war-torn 
country. The fund seeks other donors and has distributed $200,000 to 12 newspaper and 
magazine start-ups in Kabul and other cities.
Rashid attended Malvern College in England, Government College in Pakistan and 
Cambridge University. He lives in Lahore, Pakistan, with his wife and two children.
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